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In January, the government of conservative Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe endorsed a defense budget of nearly 5 trillionyen, or $42
billion, continuing a three-year growth trend after nearly a decade of
decline. The sum stillrepresents a small portion of Japan's GDP 2 it
accounts for just one percent of it, according to the World Bank 2 but
because offensive military actionis prohibited by Japan's constitution,
even a modest increase is controversial. Protesters rallied against the
shift outside parliament Wednesday, the night before 11 controversial
security-related bills were pushed through that will give Japan's military
the power to engage in more than just defensive actions.

This year's defense budget is part of a larger push to improve Japan's
military capabilities. Abe has promised to spend 24.7 trillion yen, or $240
billion, between 2014 and 2019 on new warplanes, naval vessels, and
drones, including American-made F-22s, F-35s, and Global Hawk
drones. He's also formed an advisory board, modeled after the U.S.
National Security Council, to advise him on security matters.
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http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/07/16/japans-expanding-military-role-could-be-good-news-for-the-pentagon-and-its-contractors/
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